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OUR BINMAN FAMILY 

 

 
  

HARRY AND ROSE BINMAN 
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CHILDREN AND DESCENDANTS OF FAIVUSH SHAVEL BINMAN 
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SIBLINGS OF HARRY BINMAN 

 
 
 
There were 13 Binman siblings: 

 
 

NAME BIRTH YEAR MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME 

Perets 1885 Rochel Lea ben Jankel Goldstein 

Nosel About 1886 Rochel Lea ben Jankel Goldstein 

Harry (our family) 1888 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Michla Tamara 1889 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Efraim 1890 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Chaya 1892 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Chana Rivka 1894 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Hjena 1896 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Rochel 1899 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Ita 1901 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Ella 1903 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Gerz 1904 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

Harri (Herz Moshe)  1906 Lena (Tzvia Leah) Schein  

    
From Riga Rabbinate Birth Records in Latvian State Historical Archives, as extracted to Estonian Jewry Archive at 
http://eja.pri.ee/stories_en.html by Mark Rybak in 2011. All the Binman siblings were born in Pärnu. Their father is listed on 
these records as Movscha Faivusov Schavelev [Russian for Moshe son of Faivusov Shevel; Hebrew would be Moshe ben Feival 
Shaul.] 
 
 
 
Eduard Schein in Tallinn, Estonia wrote me: “Moses David Binman had a wife. I don’t know her given name. Her maiden 
surname was Goldstein or Golstein.  Shortly after Natan (Nosel) was born, his mother died while still in the hospital. His 
father, Moses David Binman, in her memory used Natan’s mother family surname on his official Czarist Russian birth 
record. Moses David was a rich man and Schein family allowed Tzvia Lea Schein to marry Moses. She was 12 years old [sic] 
and Moses needed a babysitter for Natan. By Hebrew Law a girl can get married 12 years old.”  
 
Lena (Tzvia Lea) Schein Binman was the daughter of Yechiel Mendel and Rosa Kantor Schein. The Estonian Jewish website 
states she was born in 1875. But our family member Harry (Chaim) Binman of St. Paul official 1967 death certificates states his 
mother’s maiden name was Kantor not Schein. This Minnesota record is incorrect!  
 
Until I heard from Eduard and saw Mark Rybak’s Internet postings, I wondered was Lena Binman’s 1875 
birth year correct? She would be very, very young to have been Harry Binman’s mother.  

 
  

http://eja.pri.ee/stories_en.html
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PERETS BINMAN 
 
 

There is a birth record for a Perets Binman born November 18, 1885 in Pärnu: Father - Moshe son of Faivush Shavel, 
meshanin of Koshansk. Perets Binman’s father Moshe was a Koshanski meshanin. Perets Binman’s grandfather Naftali Herz 
Schein, Tzvia Leah Schein Binman’s father, was a meshanin of Trishki. Czarist Russian Empire records for Men Avoiding the 
Draft, published in Kaunas (Kovno) Lithuania, show in one record dated January 16, 1907 for a Perets ben Moshe Binman and 
another record dated December 25, 1908 for a Chaim Gersh ben Moshe Binman. Were these entries for Harry Binman and his 
older brother Perets? Is Kamajai the same town as Koshansk?  
 
 
Name:  Perets Binman 
Father:  Movsha 
Record Date: January 16, 1907 
Town:  Kamajai 
Uyezd (Region):  Zarasai 
Gubernia (District):  Kaunas (Kovno) 
Type of Record:  Men Avoiding Conscription 
Archive/Fond/Inventory/File#: Kaunas Riga Archive/I-2/1/84 
Record #:  93 
Page #:  93 
 
 
Name: Chaim Gersh Binman 
Father: Movsha 
Record Date: December 25, 1908 
Town: Kamajai 
Uyezd (Region): Zarasai 
Gubernia (District): Kaunas (Kovno) 
Type of Record: Men Avoiding Conscription 
Archive/Fond/Inventory/File#: Kaunas Riga Archive /I-2/1/84 
Record #: 290 
Page #: 288 
  

Note that according to this record, Harry Binman had a double Hebrew name - Chaim Gersh. This may explain why he 
sometimes signed his name Harry Herman Binman. (In Russian the letter G is used instead of H. There is no H letter in 
Russian.) 
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NOSEL (NATAN) GOLSTEIN 
 
 
For many years after WW2, Harry Binman tried to find about the fate of his siblings in Estonia. One of the missing was his 
half-brother Natan Binman also known as Nosel Golstein. 
 
October 20, 1950 Harry received an unsolicited letter from the law offices of Sol M. Ansell in New York City. December 1, 1950 
he replied adding information and submitting the petition as per Ansell’s instructions. 
 

 
 
Correspondence continued for years. Then in 1961 and again in 1966 things moved toward closure: 
 

 
Rose Binman’s sister Nanny’s husband, their cousin 
Hertsel son of Moshe Schein, who had traveled alone 
from the Soviet Union to attend Rose Binman’s 
October 6, 1963 funeral in St. Paul.  
 
He later came back to the United States January 6, 
1966 to give a legal deposition in New York City:  
 “I HERTSEL SHEIN, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says: That he resides at 3 Tatari, Apartment 3A, 
Tallinn U.S.S.R. and was born on September 14, 1904, 
in Volk [Volk old German name for Valga] Estonia. 
That I knew my cousin, Nosel Golstein, since 1915. 
That the said Nosel Golstein lived in Volk, Estonia, in 
1915, but at that time the said Nosel Golstein was 
known by the name of Nosel Binman, which was his 
birth name. In 1916, Nosel Binman went to Russia to 
live and sought to return to Estonia after the Russian 
Revolution in 1918. In order to return to Estonia, the 
said Nosel Binman was compelled to change his name 
to Nosel Golstein in order to regain admission to 
Estonia. At that time, in 1918, I again became 

reacquainted with the said Nosel Golstein and knew him and saw him until June of 1941 in Tallinn, Estonia, where we both 
lived. When the Nazis invaded Estonia in 1941, the said Nosel Golstein was placed in a concentration camp called Kloger, ten 
miles outside of Tallinn, where he was killed on September 19th, 1941. The Nazis kept archives of all persons that were killed in 
the concentration camp which archives were published by the Russians when they entered Estonia in 1944. The said Nosel 
Golstein, at the time of his death, was married to Rahil [Rachel?] Golstein [Goldstein], who also was killed with her husband.  
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There were no children of the marriage. To my knowledge; there are no living relatives of the said Nosel Golstein, except Mr. 
Harry Binman, who lives at 1761 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, and who is the said Nosel Golstein's brother. I obtained 
in Russia, from the government archives in Tallinn, Estonia, a document which sets forth the fact that the said Nosel Golstein 
was in fact killed by the Germans on September 19, 1941.” 
 

 
 
Harry received an official Soviet Union record that his brother Natan was killed in 1941: 
 

 

 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT NOTICE NOSEL KILLED SEPTEMBER 19, 1941 

 

No money was ever received. 
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MORE SIBLING RECORDS FROM RIGA ARCHIVES 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HJENA BINMAN BORN IN PÄRNU OCTOBER 28, 1896 (line 314) 
 
 
This is the earliest record I have found that explicitly states Tzvia Leah Schein Binman was married to Moshe Dovid Binman, 
Harry Binman’s father Movsha [transliteration from Russian for Moshe] Shevelev [Russian format meaning Movsha was 
Shevel's son]. The record also states that Binman was a meshanin of Koshanski. 
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ROCHA BINMAN BORN IN PÄRNU MARCH 10, 1899 (line 398) 
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ITA BINMAN BORN IN PÄRNU SEPTEMBER 30, 1901 (line 463) 
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1922 HARRY BINMAN WITH HIS TWO YOUNGEST SIBLINGS  

DR. ELLA BINMAN PÕLD BORN 1903  

HARRI (HERZ MOSHE) born 1906 

 
 Ella and Harri were both murdered in WW2. 
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HARRY BINMAN’S ARRIVAL ON THE SS CELTIC 
 
 

 
 
 
The stamp at the lower left of the passenger list page signed by the American Consul states “All the passengers from Russia, 46 
in number, detained in Liverpool 5 days under medical supervision, and 22 packages of effects were disinfected.”  The SS Celtic 
left from Liverpool December 4, 1908 and arrived in New York City December 14, 1908. 

 
 

FROM PASSENGER LIST ABOVE 
 
 

Line 18 of passenger list for Harri 
Bienemann [sic], watchmaker 
(column 8), last residence Dvinsk 
[Daugavpils], Latvia (column 10), 
leaving his uncle Mendel Schein 
living at 16 Schiff Strasse Riga, 
(column 11). Mendel Schein was 
Rose Binman’s father!  
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HARRY BINMAN NATURALIZATION PAPER 
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HARRY BINMAN IN WORLD WAR ONE 
 

 

 
 

 THE NEW RECRUIT  IN FRANCE 
 
In April 1917, President Woodrow Wilson called Americans to arms "to make the world safe for democracy." But the United 
States was woefully unprepared for war. The first soldiers of the American Expeditionary Force did reach France in June, but it 
would be almost a year before their numbers reached the point where they could make a really significant impact on Allied 
operations. Eventually, more than one million American fighting men would bolster the Allied cause along the Western Front.  
 
According to the handwritten annotation on his Draft Registration Card, Harry entered military service at Camp Dodge, Iowa 
April 28, 1918. The 88th Infantry Division had been training at Camp Dodge since September 1917, finally departing for France 
in late summer 1918. As they were trained, many soldiers were transferred from the 88th to other units, as Harry seems to 
have been.  
 
Harry Binman’s residence at the time was listed as New Hampton, Iowa explaining why he was drafted in Iowa. New 
Hampton, Iowa was the home of his Uncle Harry Feine. In the next section of this book, are several records about Harry 
Binman’s uncle, Harry Feine. Previously when Harry Binman arrived in the United States, he went directly to his uncle Harry 
Feine living in New Hampton, Iowa. Harry’s occupation is listed as a self-employed junk dealer - the same occupation as his 
uncle. Note also Harry Binman’s birthplace, was still called by its German name Pernau, in the Czarist Russian district of 
Livland (Estonia). Harry Binman states his widowed mother and brother (both in Estonia) depended on him for their sole 
support. His brother Herz Moshe born in 1906 and was under 12 at the time. Under the WW1 draft law he could be listed as a 
dependent.  
 
Harry was assigned to Company H, 143rd Infantry Regiment. He served overseas from August 3, 1918 to June 1, 1919. He had 
no wounds or injuries and was not disabled on discharge. The 143rd Infantry was a component of the 72nd Infantry Brigade 
which was a component of the 36th Infantry Division. The 36th was a Texas National Guard Division, known as the Alamo 
Division. Harry’s grandson Barry recalls being told, “Two close buddies were ranchers from Texas who invited Grandpa to be a 

partner after the war, but I guess he liked being in the North better and refused.” 
 
In WW1, the Alamo Division suffered 2,584 casualties consisting of 466 killed in action, and 2,118 wounded in action. At first 
all of the men in the Division were from Texas and Oklahoma. Later the Division was filled up with men from other states, a 
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large number coming from Camp Dodge, Iowa. Camp Dodge was built in 1907, with its largest expansion for WW1. Camp 
Dodge was named in honor of Major General Grenville M. Dodge, who commanded Iowa volunteers during the Civil War. 
From August 1917 to July 1918, Camp Dodge served as the training camp for 88th Army Division. Today Camp Dodge is still 
the state's only military training installation. 
 
The 143rd Infantry Regiment arrived in France as part of the 36th Infantry Division during the early summer of 1918. The 
143rd Infantry Regiment was first stationed at Bar-sur-Aube for training eight hours a day before it could take its place on the 
front lines. On September 26, 1917, it was shipped by rail to an area between Epernay and Chalons-sur-Marne, where it was the 
reserve to the French group of Armies of the Center. 
 
The 36th Infantry Division was transferred on October 3rd to the Fourth French Army area where the American Second 
Infantry Division was already serving. The 143rd Infantry was first placed in the line on October 10th, by relieving an infantry 
regiment of the Second Infantry Division. With the Second Infantry Division Artillery supporting, the 143rd Infantry received 
its baptism of fire in an attack about 6 PM on October 10th, when they attacked near St. Etienne. The 143rd Infantry Regiment 
attacked in the direction of Machault and Cauray with success. The next day the enemy began his retreat to the north in the 
direction of Dricourt and Attigny. The 143rd Infantry Regiment, as part of the 72nd Infantry Brigade, took up the pursuit and 
lively rear guard actions followed between St. Etienne and Machault, which resulted in the encircling of the latter town and the 
establishment of a new firm Allied Line. The following day, October 12th, the 143rd Infantry Regiment continued its relentless 
attack and gained control of the northern bank of the Aisne. The 143rd Infantry Regiment maintained strong contact with the 
enemy until it was relieved by other Allied forces about October 28th. The 143rd Infantry Regiment was assembled as a part of 
the 36th Infantry Division in the Suippes-Somme-Suippes area and from this point moved to the Triaucourt areas. It remained 
here as a unit of the First American Army until the signing of the Armistice November 11, 1918 as part of the Army of 
Occupation. 
 
Shortly after conclusion of hostilities, the 143rd Infantry Regiment moved to Tonnerre (in north-central France) and remained 
there until April 26, 1919, when it started embarking at Brest (a port in north-western France) for return to the United States. 
The 143rd Infantry Regiment had spent 23 days in action, none of them in quiet sectors. The 143rd Infantry Regiment, as part 
of the 36th Infantry Division, is also credited with the freeing of Rheims.  
 
The 143rd Infantry Regiment was demobilized at Camp Bowie, Texas, on the 13th and 14th of June 1919.  

 
 

 
 

HARRY BINMAN WW1 SERVICE RECORD 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=6482&enc=1
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HARRY BINMAN’S FIRST PASSPORT APPLICATION MAY 1920 
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According to this May 26, 1920 passport application, Harry Binman’s father was Morris Binman born in Pernau, Estonia. 
Harry was naturalized in the District Court of Hennepin County, Minneapolis, Minnesota July 25, 1920. This was his first 
passport application. His intended itinerary was Britain, Sweden and Estonia. He planned to leave New York City August 1920 
on the SS Olympia. His occupation was watchmaker. (According to family anecdotes, Harry had been sent by his parents to 
Sweden where he learned watch making.) Immediately after his discharge from the army in 1919, Harry started activities that 
would enable him to start his own jewelry business - he went to work for an established local area jeweler. His passport 
application was supported by his employer Bernard A. Bachman, a jeweler in St. Cloud, Minnesota northwest of Minneapolis. 
Bachman stated he personally knew Harry one year. Harry wanted his passport to be mailed to Bachman’s store address. 
Harry’s physical description said 5 foot 6 inches tall, high forehead with a Roman nose. 
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HARRY BINMAN’S SECOND PASSPORT APPLICATION APRIL 1922 
 

 
 

[Type a quote from the document or the summary 

of an interesting point. You can position the text 

box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box 

Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull 

quote text box.] 
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According to Harry Binman’s April 11, 1922 passport application, Harry was still in St. Cloud and a watchmaker. His intended 
itinerary was Denmark, Germany, Sweden, Latvia and Estonia. He planned to leave Boston on the SS Pittsburgh June 24, 
1922. This time his nose was described as normal, not roman. Once again, his application filed 2 years after Harry’s first, was 
supported by his employer Bernard A. Bachman in St. Cloud, who stated he personally now knew Harry three years. And 
Bachman’s store, Guy Jewelry store, was again given as the address where Harry wanted his passport to be mailed. 
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HARRY BINMAN’S 1922 PASSPORT 
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XENOPHOBIA 
 
 
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE RUSSIAN DIVISION OF PASSPORT CONTROL MEMO 
 
The rules for obtaining passports changed all the time. The early 1920s were a period of heightened vigilance. In 1922, Harry 
Binman and his uncle Harry Feine were going to Estonia together. Harry Feine had immigrated to New York City from Estonia 
July 14, 1891. This would be the first time he was returning to Estonia since leaving as teenager. Why he left originally and 
where he traveled is not entirely known. He did live in Pennsylvania for a time before moving to Iowa. And why did he change 
his name?  Perhaps he fled Estonia to avoid being drafted into the Czar’s army.  
 
Because they both were naturalized citizens, their 1922 (and Harry Binman’s 1924 also) passport applications required a letter 
from a European relative at their destination, to be scrutinized by several State Department bureaucrats for approval before 
they would issue the passport. So letters and affidavits justifying the applicant's travel were required when they were planning 
to visit their family. People traveling for business usually did not need to submit these extra letters, unless they were going to 
their homeland. These letters were to assure these officials that the applicants were unlikely to do something illegal. United 
States immigration officials were concerned naturalized citizens would attempt to bring back relatives from their homeland. 
Many naturalized citizens knew their families would have a better life in the United States.  
 
The required letter sent to Harry Feine as translated is on the next page. Fortunately it was not returned but kept on file with 
his application. It contains critical, valuable family information. The letter was from Harry Binman’s mother, his uncle Harry 
Feine’s sister!. It was the third page of Harry Binman’s 1922 and 1924 passport applications. See the handwritten notations 
stated “Not on PC refusal card” and “2 letters from Russia [were] seen [and returned to Harry Binman]”.  
 
In addition to possibly illegal immigration, something else was happening in the country. Across the nation, there was growing 
xenophobia and suspicion of leftists, anarchists Eastern European immigrants. Provoked in part by the Bolshevik Revolution 
in Russia, a rash of bombings in major cities heightened tensions, linked in the minds of many to the socialist internationalism 
and activism that was behind the radical assault on America. It reached a crescendo - The Red Scare - in January 1920 when 
U.S. Attorney General Mitchell Palmer arrested some six thousand and held them without trial.  The discriminatory mood soon 
found further expression in ever-more-restrictive immigration policies, which took aim at excluding refugees from countries 
suspected of carrying the contagion of radicalism. Technically the quotas were set as a percentage of each of those country’s 
offspring already in the United States. But the baseline year was 1890 - before the great influx of Eastern Europeans, designed 
to reduce that immigration to a trickle. Visa laws were becoming more and more restrictive.  
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This letter to Harry Binman’s uncle Harry Feine’s from Feine’s sister Lena Binman that was appended to Feine’s passport 
application. It contains critical genealogical information about both Harrys, their siblings and their mother.  
 
Apparently Lena Binman had no prior knowledge that her son was coming home to get married to her 
niece and his cousin Rose Schein! 

 
 

LETTER (AS TRANSLATED) TO HARRY FEINE FROM HIS SISTER 
 
 

Dearest Brother, 
 

May you and your wife live. Your dear letter and your wife’s present I have received. I cannot describe the extreme joy. I cannot yet imagine, that I am 
foreordained for such great pleasure. I have immediately sent your letter to Walk [Valga, Estonia where their brother Sholom Jossel (Joseph) lived.], 
therefore we wait all of us.  
 

My G-d, if our dear father had lived, (to see this). But probably it is so ordained, as our dear father used to speak of you. He always said, you will come 
back in time, and our dear mother always said she had you in her mind.  For her children she would have gone through fire, but we have lost her, so quick. 
But she will now beg (pray) of the All Mighty that we may live to be old.  

 
But brother, as to where you should travel, I think to Reval [Tallinn, Estonia] you need not to go over Rotterdam. From Germany one ships directly to Reval, 
by ship or railroad. May G-d grant that you arrive safely. We will meet once more in this life face to face. I scarcely can remember how you look. We were 
both children, when we parted and now we are both old. I am gray and a grandmother. My dear brother what else shall I write? Before Easter [Passover?] I 

had a letter from Heim (her son [Harry Binman of St. Paul]) and I am glad and thank G-d that he is such a dear and good child, as G-d has rewarded me for 
my hardships during the time of my youth. G-d has paid me back for my sufferings in my youth as my children have grown to be good people. I believe that 
Heim is smarter than the other children. Peretz has visited us last Easter [Passover?]. He is a very good boy and with good habits. Heime [sic], is also as I 
imagine, according to my wishes. 

 
Fremke (Ephraim), I do not know about him, he is in Moscow, cut off from us. But some people coming from there cannot praise him enough. From the 
other (children) is nothing to report. I thank G-d and think that children turn out to be like the mother’s brothers. My children are more like my brothers. 

Say my dear brother, what shall I write? Thank G-d we are all well. My business goes a little weaker, but I do not worry, with the help of G-d I will support 
myself. G-d has never forsaken me. Now G-d has carried me through a great lawsuit for 2 years, (pending 2 years) it worried me greatly. This week I was 
acquitted. The lawsuit has cost me 70,000 Marks [About $200 in 1922]. I got into it on account of another, whom I did not want to give away. I took it up 
and had to suffer alone. We were during those 2 years in the greatest of worry, but I never wrote you about it, so as not to worry you. Now, thank G-d, on 

April 27th I was acquitted.  
 
Now I am glad and await my dear guests. Then we will talk it all over. I do not like it however that Heime does not keep his good position [with the St. Cloud 

jewelry store], but with the help of G-d he will get another (job) later. Further my dear brother, from our brothers I have nothing to report. Moses and 
Mendel live as usual, not rich but pulling through. Moses has houses, worth some money. From (brother) Joseph I have nothing to report. He is, thanks to 
G-d rich. He deals in “forests” (timber) has saw mills and other business. He is an honest man and has a good name everywhere. His boys are also smart. 
May the other brothers become as he. Further from my son-in-law, I have set him up in a store with a partner. I hope he will become efficient. Further news I 

have not, but wish, that my letters may reach you in good health and we may meet joyfully. I embrace you and your dear wife be in good health. 
 
From me your sister,  

Lena Binman 
Pernau May 1, 1922  
 
With the letter was this notarized statement: State of Iowa, County of Chickasaw: I Harry Feine, being duly sworn, as by law provided, do solemnly swear, 

that I am the person, who is applying for a passport to Estonia; that the letter, hereto attached, and marked exhibit A, was received by me about one week 

ago through the mails in the envelope, hereto attached, and marked exhibit B. I further state that the letter is written in a modified “Yiddish”, with Hebrew 
letters, but in the German language, as spoken in Estonia, with a few Hebrew words added. That I know and can speak, read and write said language, and 
that said letter is in the handwriting of my sister Lena Binman, whose address is on said envelope exhibit B. That I have made the translation of said letter 

from “Yiddish” into English, but had it written out by another person; that I have read and know the contents of what is written in and on the forgoing 3 
pages, preceding this affidavit, and state that the same is a true and correct translation onto English of the letter exhibit A. I further state, that where said 
translation contain words in (parentheses), these words are not exactly contained in the letter, but are put in by me for the purpose of explanation. That I 

have no other documents to prove the bona fides of my intention to visit Estonia. 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me by Harry Feine this 27th day of May 1922. Signed F. Feyerbend, Notary Public 

 

HARRY WAS ON HIS WAY TO ESTONIA TO MARRY ROSE! 
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1922 STOPPING IN BERLIN ON THE WAY BACK 
 

Newly married, Harry Binman returned to the United States without his new wife. I am unsure why she did not come to the 
United States immediately after her marriage. Perhaps they needed more time to finalize her situation in Estonia. Harry 
returned in 1924 to retrieve his wife.  Reunited, they entered United States August 23, 1924. In between, in the fall of 1923, 
Harry Binman had traveled to Estonia to visit. 
 
In 1922, on the way home Harry Binman and Harry Feine visited Berlin Germany with some of their Estonian relatives.  
 

The newly married, Harry Binman stands 
on far left, his Iowa Uncle Harry Feine on 
far right. The young couple between them 
was Harry Binman’s first cousin Esther 
Schein (1900 – 1985) and her husband 
Moshe Brodovski (1890 – 1937). They 
themselves were newlyweds. They had 
been married one year earlier, in 1921.  
 
This photo was taken in front of the 
massive base of the Kaiser Wilhelm I 
National Monument beside the Kaiser's 
palace in Berlin. Built in the 1890s, it was 
destroyed during WW2. 
 
    

 
The monument, topped by an equestrian 
statue of the first German Emperor, was 
built in the 1890s in front of the Berlin City 
Palace on the Spree River. From 1867 to 
1918 more than 1000 memorials to Kaiser 
Wilhelm I, Germany’s first Kaiser, were 
constructed. On the base was the 
inscription -  Wilhelm the Great, German 
Emperor, King of Prussia, 1861-1888 with 
the gratitude and faithful love of the 
German people. On the monument steps 
were a colossal figure of war to the north 
and a colossal figure of peace to the south.  
On the corners were four lion guards. Here 
they are standing in front of the figure of 
war.  
 

 
 

  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Stadtschloss_Berlin
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Stadtschloss_Berlin
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THE RETURN FROM EUROPE NOVEMBER 1922  
 
Harry Binman and his uncle Harry Feine returned on the SS Homeric from Southampton, England. Note Harry Binman’s 
address was the Guy Jewelry store at 522 Saint Germain Street in St. Cloud. 
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1923 NEW YORK PASSENGER RECORD HARRY BINMAN  
 

 
 

 
  

Date of Arrival: October 5, 1923 
Residence:  New Hampton 
Ship of Travel:  SS Mauretania 
Port of Departure:  Southampton 
Record Line:  8  
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HARRY BINMAN’S THIRD PASSPORT APPLICATION APRIL 1924 
 

His residence was now 20 Summit Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota. His occupation was lumber agent. This was also the business of 
Rose’s uncle Sholom Jossel Schein in Estonia. Harry’s intended itinerary included the British Isles, Denmark, Sweden, Estonia, 
Latvia, Russia and France. His purpose for going abroad was travel and business. Harry also had an important reason for 
traveling – to retrieve his wife Rose. They returned together to Minnesota. August 23, 1924.  

 
 

  



26 
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ROSE SCHEIN BINMAN COMES TO UNITED STATES 
 

NEW YORK PASSENGER RECORD HARRY AND ROSA [sic]  

 

 
 

Date of Arrival:  August 23, 1924  
Residence:  New Hampton, Iowa 
Marital Status:  Married in Reval (Tallinn), Estonia August 15, 1922. Rose 

is a citizen by marriage under naturalization laws in 
effect prior to passage of the Cable Act. The date they 
were married was critical. They were married one month 
before the Act changed how an alien spouse became 
naturalized.  

Ship of Travel:   SS France 
Port of Departure:  Le Havre, France 
Records:   Line numbers 10 and 11 
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HARRY BINMAN’S APRIL 25, 1924 PASSPORT 
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HARRY BINMAN’S PASSPORT VISA PAGE 
 

 
 
Note this annotation at bottom - Rose Binman’s photograph: “American Consulate Reval July 1, 1924 amended to include the 
bearer’s wife Rose Binman. Married August 15, 1922 Walk [Valga], Estonia.” This annotation to Harry’s passport could only 
have been made if the Consul had actually seen an official Estonian marriage document. This is the only certain proof of 
their marriage date I have found! 
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CABLE ACT 
 
 
On September 22, 1922, just one month after Harry and Rose were married, the United States Congress passed the Married 
Women’s Independent Nationality Act, also known as the Cable Act. This Law gave each woman a nationality status of her 
own, entirely independent of her husband.  
 
Prior to the Cable Act, women and children automatically became United States citizens when the husband or father was 
naturalized. A foreign-born woman also became a citizen if she married a United States citizen.  Conversely, if a United States 
citizen married an alien, then she would lose her citizenship.  
 
The Cable Act reversed another former immigration law regarding marriage. Previously, a woman lost her United States 
citizenship if she married a foreign man, since she assumed the citizenship of her husband. And this did not apply to men who 
married foreign women. 
 
After the Cable Act was enacted, women were required to naturalize on the same terms as men. The only difference concerned 
those women whose husbands had already naturalized. If her husband was a citizen, the wife did not need to file a declaration 
of intention. She could initiate naturalization proceedings with a petition alone (one-paper naturalization). A woman whose 
husband was an alien had to start at the beginning, with a declaration of intention.  
 
Former immigration laws prior to 1922 did not make reference to the alien husband's race. Unfortunately, The Cable Act of 
1922 guaranteed independent female citizenship only to women who were married to aliens eligible to naturalization. At the 
time of the law's passage, Asian aliens were not considered to be racially eligible for United States citizenship. As such, the 
Cable Act only partially reversed previous policies, granting independent female citizenship only to women who married non-
Asians. The Cable Act effectively revoked the United States citizenship of any woman who married an Asian alien. The Cable 
Act was amended in 1931, allowing females to retain their citizenship, even after marrying aliens ineligible for United States 
citizenship.  
 
The Cable Act had additional limitations. A woman could keep her United States citizenship if she stayed within the United 
States. But if she married a foreigner and lived on foreign soil for as much as two years, she could still lose her right to 
American nationality.  
 
Wives could travel on their husband’s passport, even if traveling alone, as Rose did with Donald in June 1929. Wives may have 
also carried proof of their marriage ensure that there would no problem crossing borders or reentering the United States. 
Although Rose could have used Harry's passport, but it is more likely that she had her own.  Since she was a United States 
citizen by marriage, she would have been able to do so.  Passports from this period were typically good for only a year or two at 
a time, so Rose would not have been travelling on a passport issued before 1927, and probably not until 1929.  The National 
Archives keeps passport records up to 1925.  For those passports issued after 1925, you must contact the Department of State 
to request a search.  In 2011, the fee is $60.00. 
 
In 1936, the Cable Act was repealed. 

 
 

 
 
Binmans were jewelers. According to several St. Paul annual City Directories, their business was listed as in different versions 
of the jewelry business – wholesale jeweler, manufacturing jeweler and retail jeweler.  
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JUNE 1929 ROSE AND HER NEW SON DONALD VISIT ESTONIA 
 

 
 
Rose visited Estonia to show her new son to their relatives. Note that Rose’s son was now using a name different from that 
written on his St. Paul birth certificate.  
 

Date of Arrival:  June 14, 1929  
Residence:  605 Rayon Building St. Paul (address of the Binman jewelry business) 
Ship of Travel:   SS Aquitania 
Port of Departure:  Cherbourg, France 

 
 
 


